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The University of M ontana
University Communications

NEWS RELEASE

Missoula," MT 59812
(406) 243-2522

Sept. 23, 1994
UM ’S 1994 MANSFIELD CONFERENCE FOCUSES ON GLOBAL COMMUNITY
MISSOULA Global diversity and interdependence will take center stage at The University of Montana
O ct 23-25 for the 1994 Mansfield Conference, "Imagining a Global Community."
The conference will feature commentary from experts with a wide range of perspectives and
cultural backgrounds: veteran National Public Radio commentator Daniel Schorr, Palestinian author
and cultural analyst Edward Said, Pacific Basin Institute President Frank Gibney, Asian-American
filmmaker Christine Choy and Wang Gungwu, vice chancellor of the University of Hong Kong.
The free public conference is sponsored by the Maureen and Mike Mansfield Center on UM s
Missoula campus.
The gathering aims to help people understand the world beyond their community and state,
said Philip West, acting director of the Mansfield Center.
"The key word is imagining," West said, noting that it is useful to boil the vastness ol
global issues into smaller, community terms. For example, he said, if the world’s population could
be represented by 100 people, 70 of them would be non-white and non-Christian, but six people, all
U.S. citizens, would control 50 percent of the world’s wealth. Only one of the 100 would have a
university education, while 70 would be unable to read. Half of the people in the community
would suffer from malnutrition; 80 would live in substandard housing.
The recent end of the Cold War has prompted optimistic visions of a global village, West
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said, but "the world is not necessarily getting better. We all hope that peace will prevail in this
global community, but on the other hand, the differences across cultures are very important, and
some of those differences are increasing rather than decreasing — for example, the gap in economic
wealth."
Conference presentations will stress the need to respect and understand differences and
diversity, as well as the common threads between cultures, he said. Accurate information about the
global community is essential, he said, noting that hopes for peace must be grounded in reality if
they are to be successful.
Very little of the world resembles the United States, and even less echoes Montana, West
said. If Montana were as densely populated as Singapore, it would hold 1.8 billion people; if the
world were as uncrowded as Montana, it would have only 324 million people rather than 5.6
billion.
"Because of Mike Mansfield’s own work and because of the fact that six out of every 10
people on the face of the Earth today are Asian, the focus for the conference is Asian
communities," West said.
The conference will begin with a Sunday afternoon roundtable discussion, planned to be
televised nationally, that will feature all five speakers, with Schorr as moderator.
Said, the Parr Professor of English and Comparative Literature at Columbia University, will
discuss "Orientalism and Occidentalism in the Global Community" Sunday night. A former
member of the Palestine National Council, he is an eloquent observer of the assumptions and labels
people apply to other cultures, West said. His books include "Blaming the Victims: Spurious
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Scholarship and the Palestinian Question" and "Culture and Imperialism."
On Monday afternoon, Gibney will address "The Global Community in the Pacific Century."
A former chief of Time magazine’s Japan and Korea bureau, Gibney is vice chairman of the Board
of Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica. His books include "Japan, the Fragile Superpower" and
"The Pacific Century: America and Asia in a Changing World."
Schorr, a senior news analyst for NPR, will discuss "Violence, Conflict and the ‘New World
Order’" Monday evening. The acclaimed journalist and commentator was a member of Edward R.
Murrow’s legendary CBS team, worked as a reporter for the Christian Science Monitor and the
New York Times, and served as a consultant in developing CNN, where he was a senior
correspondent until 1985.
Choy, a professor of film and television at New York University, will blend scholarship
with film excerpts for her Tuesday afternoon presentation, "How Film and Television Shape Our
View of the Globe." Her award-winning documentary films include "Who Killed Vincent Chin?",
"Mississippi Triangle" and "The Best Hotel on Skid Row."
Wang will cap the conference with his Tuesday night lecture, "The Global Community in
Asian Historical Perspectives." A former member of Hong Kong’s Executive Council, he is the
author of "The Chineseness of China," "Community and Nation: China, Southeast Asia and
Australia," and other books.
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